
What Is Sewage Blending?
Sewage treatment plants are designed to handle and treat a certain 
volume of wastewater. However, during rainstorms, stormwater and 
groundwater can enter the sewer system through broken pipes and 
inappropriate sewer connections. This extra volume can overwhelm the 
treatment plant. In order to prevent damage, a portion of the wastewater 
volume is sometimes diverted around certain treatment units and then 
recombined or “blended” with fully treated wastewater prior to discharge. 

No comprehensive information is available about the water quality and 
public health impacts of discharging partially-treated blended wastewater. 
However, studies have shown that full treatment is needed in order to 
safely remove bacteria, viruses, and other pathogens from sewage. 
Discharging wastewater that doesn’t receive full treatment could put 
public health at risk. Moreover, these public health impacts can have 
environmental justice consequences, as wastewater treatment facilities 
.are often located near low-income communities and communities of color. 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Sewage Blending Rule
For many years, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) considered blending to be prohibited under the Clean 
Water Act. However, following years of lobbying and litigation by the wastewater utility industry, EPA announced in April 
2018 that it will undertake a new rulemaking on blending. The agency then solicited public input on possible changes to 
the blending regulations in the fall of 2018. A proposed rule is expected in the fall or winter of 2019.

Reject the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency’s Sewage Blending Rule

• Blending is the discharge 
of partially-treated sewage 
during rainstorms.

• EPA is planning to propose 
a rule authorizing sewage 
blending at treatment 
plants nationwide.

• Congress should tell 
EPA not to authorize this 
practice, which would 
put public health and the 
environment at risk.
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EPA hasn’t publicly described the changes it plans to make to the regulations. However, it is likely that under the 
agency’s proposed new rules, blending would be officially authorized under certain “wet weather” conditions, or even 
any time a utility chooses. EPA might establish a broad standard requiring treatment plants to “minimize” the impacts 
of blending, but it isn’t clear what that would mean in practice, or whether it would be adequate to protect public health 
and the environment.

This Rule Should Not Move Forward
It would be irresponsible and reckless for EPA to authorize blending when we don’t have all the facts about its safety. 
Administration officials have acknowledged that the agency lacks sufficient data on the environmental and public 
health consequences of this practice. What the science does show, however, is that blended sewage contains more 
harmful pathogens than fully-treated sewage.

Instead of allowing utilities to use blending as a short-term fix, EPA should require them to address the underlying 
problems with their infrastructure that allow too much water into the system in the first place. Ongoing 
underinvestment in wastewater systems is not an acceptable justification for weakening our nation’s environmental 
and health safeguards.

It is worth remembering that EPA previously proposed to authorize blending in 2003 under the George W. Bush 
administration, but after more than 98,000 public comments were submitted in opposition, the House of 
Representatives voted overwhelmingly to reject the proposal and EPA withdrew it. This rule, like that earlier one, 
must be stopped.


